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David McClure’s?! First Letter to Col. Red Reeder?

dated March 27, 1964

From the Stan Smith Collection, Historical Research Center, Texas
Heritage Museum, Hill College, Hillsboro Texas

Comments? Comments are welcome. Just use the link below to our message board.
https://www.audiemurphy.com/msgb/viewtopic.php?f=1&t=4802

'{ 4 EAR COLONEL REEDER:
Frank McCarthy
contacted Audie Murphy
about the Medal of Honor biographical
sketch you wish to include in your book.
And Audie turned the matter over to me.
He asked me first to thank you for your
interest; to assure you that he would be
honored to appear in a book with your
by-line; and to wish you success on the
project. But he asked me to give you the
straight facts on the action that brought
him the Medal of Honor. The truth has
been so distorted by publicity,
haphazard news accounts, and the
motion picture “To Hell and Back” that it
is hardly recognizable anymore.

“l have been a close personal friend of
Audie's for around seventeen years; and
he often says that | know more about
him than he does himself. | helped him
put his autobiography — that is, the book

Editor’s note: Colonel (Col.) Russell
Potter “Red” Reeder, author of
notable historical works including
Medal of Honor Heroes was a West
Point graduate, class of 1926, who
served on active duty until 1946. He
later became a West Point instructor
(https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/8
0690926/russell-potter-reeder). Based on
an inquiry, David McClure — Audie
Murphy’s  friend, writer, and
biographer — responded with two
letters. A copy of McClure’s
responses were later given by
McClure to Stan Smith, Audie
Murphy National Fan Club President,
who communicated with McClure
and often shared other information.
Smith’s collection of documents
were recently turned over to the
Heritage Museum of Hill College
with his recent passing in 2021.

version — together in 1948.
summer of that year, Audie was invited

In the

! David C. McClure was a World War II veteran who later became a writer and columnist in Hollywood.
McClure and Murphy became friends after the war. McClure transcribed and edited Murphy’s biographical
account To Hell and Back as Audie Murphy dictated the story to him. McClure and Murphy’s friendship
continued through the years until Murphy’s death in a plane crash in 1971.

2 Reeder, R. P., & Walker, G.-. (1965). Medal of Honor Heroes. Random House.
For more information visit the Audie L. Murphy Memorial Website at www.audiemurphy.com
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Book cover from “Medal of Honor

Heroes” written by Colonel “Red
Reeder”

to France to receive the Legion of Honor;
and | went along with him. We visited
two of his old battlefields: The one that
brought him the Distinguished Service
Cross; and the other that brought him
the Medal of Honor. With Audie, |
studied the features of the terrain while
he explained to me what happened. |
also made some rough pencil sketches of
the battlefields while the memory was
still fresh.

“The account of how Audie won the
Medal of Honor in the book “To Hell and
Back” is fairly accurate. At the time of the
writing Audie was too exhausted and
indifferent to details to give a good

Richard Rodgers
Editor, AMRF

picture, however. The film version of the
action made me sick because it caught
neither the drama nor the truth. Audie
does not like to discuss the war and
especially his part in it. This is not due to
modesty or remembered horror. The
subject bores him unutterably. So for the
past seventeen years | have tried to
uncover the real record. The job has not
been easy. | have studied maps,
newspaper accounts, citations, letters. |
have talked to men who were in his
company. And Audie himself will talk to
me for about fifteen minutes at a time
about the war before he gets bored. So |
have pieced together the record as
accurately as | know how.

“The reason | have dedicated myself to
this job is that | believe that Murphy will
some day be a legend in the true sense.
In an age of nuclear warfare, no other
man will likely have the opportunity to
do what he did as an infantryman. So |
am going to tell you the truth in an effort
to give you as complete a picture as
possible. Naturally the material will be
too long. But you can cut it as you see fit.
| am sure that you would rather have the
real story. You are in a position to help
straighten the record out. | would
personally appreciate your help. And I'm
sure Audie would too.

“I have often wondered what the real
story was behind Sergeant Alvin York in
World War I. As you know, it is practically
translate

impossible  to military
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maneuvers into a language that the
civilian can understand. York is credited
with killing twenty Germans, forcing the
surrender of 132 more, and capturing
thirty-five machine guns with a rifle.
Undoubtedly he was a very brave and
able man, but | cannot see how he could
possibly have performed this feat unless
the Germans, who were already
thoroughly beaten, were just ready to
surrender. Any soldier knows that one
machine gun against a rifle is a pretty
rugged affair. Just before | entered the
Army myself, | was on the set where they
were filming the story of Sergeant York,
and | asked the director, Howard Hawks,
who he was going to show this action. He
replied, “Do you mean whether | believe
it or not?” | told him yes. He said he did
not believe the action took place
according to the records, but he was
going to try to stage it to make it appear
possible. | later saw the picture, and he
did a fairly good job of it except for one
thing. Any soldier knows those Germans
wouldn't have put themselves in such a
position, even for Howard Hawks.

“To understand Murphy the soldier, one
must first understand Murphy the man.
His natural looks are most deceiving.
Beneath that shy exterior is a keg of
dynamite with the fuse lit. Inwardly he is
as hard as steel. He has the Irish
temperament in spades, with his moods
constantly changing. He has more
natural humor than Bob Hope. The
Murphy humor is scathing and

Richard Rodgers
Editor, AMRF

-Source: The Story of the Mexican War

Colonel Red Reeder, veteran, author,
historian, and West Point Instructor

penetrating, striking at the very roots of
the folly of man. It operates best when
he is under great pressure. He has the
mind of a genius, and | do not use the
word mind lightly. But he has never
cultivated it properly. Again typically
Irish, his mind is at constant war with his
emotions with the latter usually
dominating.

“I have never seen a man with such fast
reflexes. With him, to think is to act. But
if he thinks too much, he loses the
advantage of reflex. For instance, we
have often hunted quail. If Audie fires on
instinct, he is deadly accurate. But if he
starts tracking the bird with his gun, he is
apt to miss. His vision is fabulous. It must
be far better than twenty-twenty. He

For more information visit the Audie L. Murphy Memorial Website at www.audiemurphy.com



https://reshelvingalexandria.com/pub/book/the-story-of-the-mexican-war

Audie Murphy Newsletter
July 4, 2021

often points out tiny objects to me at
night; and even with his help | cannot see
them except upon close inspection. His
sense of smell is very acute. He is
annoyed by odors that | cannot even
detect. During the war, he was sent out
to capture prisoners for intelligence on
night patrols. He was able to locate the
Germans by the smell of the tobacco
they smoked and thus gain the
advantage of surprise.

“Although he took no care of his teeth
for years, he still does not have a single
cavity. We have the same dentist; and he
told me that Audie had one of the best
sets of teeth he had ever seen. Murphy's
memory is photographic. After a glance
at a movie script, he will go before the
camera and do the scene. He loathes
acting, incidentally, but find that it is the
easiest way for him to make a living. His
greatest pleasure is found in gambling.
Given the right odds he would bet that
the sun wasn't shining at high noon on a
cloudless day and then try to prove it. He
lives life as if he were constantly playing
a long shot. He fought the war the same
way, using every physical and mental
asset to back up his gamble.

“Briefly Audie is a physical and mental
phenomenon. He seems to be a
mutation by birth as he resembles none
of his relatives that | have met except in
looks. This is the type of boy that went to
war. | assure you that his fantastic war
record is no more fantastic than his

Richard Rodgers
Editor, AMRF

character. His string of medals was no
accident. | have never understood what
motivated Audie in combat. He has a
strange sense of loyalty. He might take
my last pair of shoes if he needed them;
but there is nobody on whom | would call
faster in a real emergency. He would
somehow get through hell and high
water to come to my aid. He has often
said that he could not operate unless he
had his back against the wall. So in
civilian life, as in war, that is where he
usually keeps his back — straight against
the wall. “I never seek trouble,” he says.
“Trouble has a way of looking me up.”

“Audie has a flaring temper, but is
incapable of prolonged anger. He has too
much humor. His sense of loyalty — call it
esprit de corps — led him to stick with his
beloved Company B, 1st Battalion, 15th
Infantry Regiment throughout the war.
He joined the company as a replacement
private in North Africa. Winning every
promotion in the field, he was the
commanding officer of Company B in less
than two years. Between Sicily and
Rome, he was knocked out by malaria
three times. He does not know exactly
how many times he was wounded. But
he has a Purple Heart with two clusters.
The sheer luck of the Irish saved his life
on occasions. For instance, a mortar shell
struck between his feet, knocking him
unconscious by concussion, tearing off
part of one shoe, and breaking the stock
of the carbine which he held in his hands.
He had caught the base of the cone-
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shaped explosion, missing the shower of
steel, which killed several men standing
a few yards away. Audie went to the
rear, had his foot dressed, got a new pair
of shoes, and returned to action within a
few days.

“He stuck in the front lines at Anzio until
he collapsed from malaria, blacking out
completely. At the time he was a platoon
sergeant. Two of his men, finding him
unconscious and therefore unable to
resist, carried him to an aid station on an
old door. He awoke in a hospital too

Richard Rodgers
Editor, AMRF

weak to move. But within ten days he
was back in the lines and fighting.

“He was not a model soldier by the book.
On Anzio, Company B was pulled out of
the lines for a brief rest. Audie had been
recommended for a promotion from
staff to tech sergeant. But he disobeyed
an order to put his men through close
order drill. He refused to drill the men
until they had found proper quarters for
the rest period. His promotion was
turned down; and Murphy was used as a
public example of how a soldier should
not act.
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Audie Murphy and Spec McClure revisit the battlefield at Ramatuelle, France - 1948
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“In France he was sent on a night
reconnaissance patrol with strict orders
not to fire unless in an absolute
emergency. But he detected a German
patrol slipping down the road toward
him and he could not resist the
opportunity to stir up a quiet fight. He
stationed his men to one side of the
road, fixed his bayonet, and charged the
lead German. The bayonet hit, but failed
to kill. The German screamed, and all hell
broke loose as the frightened and
confused patrols fought their way out of
what was thought to be a trap. Upon
reporting his mission, he said, “Sir, a
German started screaming out there,
and we had to shoot him.” A weary
colonel guessed the truth. “Yes,
goddamit, | know, Murphy,” he said.
“You won't be happy until you get
yourself killed.” Audie was disappointed
in his attitude. As per order he had not
fired until the Germans started shooting.
He had merely used a bayonet.

“Audie is not a devil-may-care kind of
fellow. In the war he was often very
frightened; but he never allowed fear to
stand in his way. He has told me that
when moving into a fight, he had the
feeling that somebody had stuck a cold
hand in the middle of his intestines and
was twisting them into knots. But the
feeling went away usually once he got
into action. He also told me that it
seemed that he had been grappling with
fear all his life. He and fear had each

Richard Rodgers
Editor, AMRF

other by the throat, and he never knew
which was going to conquer.

“This then is a brief sketch of the man
beneath the uniform: Tough as nails, yet
as sensitive as dawn; an exhibitor of
extreme courage who grapples with fear;
a man perfectly coordinated for combat;
a man endowed with acute physical and
mental resources; and a man who could
laugh at his own epitaph. He was no Boy
Scout. He did not know that he was
regarded as a hero until brought home.
Upon learning the public attitude, he
ducked the homecoming celebration in
San Antonio, went to a hotel, and fell
asleep, missing the banquet at which he
was announced as the most decorated
foot soldier of World War Il. Newspaper
reporters awakened him to give him the
information. He used the occasion to
borrow a ride to Dallas from one of the
reporters. But he paid for the ride. The
reporter wrote an article quoting
Murphy on “Why We Fight”. It was a
complete dream-up and so flowery that
Audie, had he read it, would have been
aghast. I still have a copy of it. From then
on Murphy was never able to escape
publicity. He said that he would not talk;
so the reporters wrote their own stories.
I knew him for years before | ever saw his
medals. Three days ago he called to ask
if 1 had his citations. | told him that | did
not. He said then somebody must have
thrown them away. He didn't know what
became of them. For his wounds he
receives $107.°° a month compensation.

For more information visit the Audie L. Murphy Memorial Website at www.audiemurphy.com
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He hasn't the slightest idea whether or
not he was the most decorated soldier of
World War Il. Nor does he care. ”I know
no live heroes,” he says. “All the real
heroes are dead.” That about sums up
his attitude.

“Thus you may see, Colonel Reeder, why
somebody like me must keep the records
if they are to be kept. Any writer who has
asked me about Audie | have told the
truth. They have refused to believe me as
my description does not fit the public
image. The real image is far more
intriguing to my mind.

“The story of how Audie got the Medal of
Honor should properly begin with
October, 1944. At the beginning of the
month the advance of the 15th Infantry
Regiment has been stopped by a fiercely
defended German strongpoint known as
the Cleurie rock quarry in the Vosge
Mountains. On October 2nd, 1st
Battalion Commander Lt. Col. Michael
Paulick took out a daylight patrol to
reconnoiter enemy defenses. The patrol
was ambushed and pinned down by a
German machine gun approximately 35
yards from the Americans.

“Murphy was not officially on the patrol
but had tagged along slightly in its rear.
Upon hearing the fire, he worked his way
to fifteen yards from the gun and stood

3 The SCR-536 was a five-pound hand held radio
powered by a large dry-cell battery and vacuum
tubes. It was turned on by extending a metal

Richard Rodgers
Editor, AMRF

up to throw a grenade. The Germans saw
him, turned the machine gun upon him,
and fired. But the barrel struck a bush,
deflecting the aim, and the Germans
missed Audie. Before the enemy could
recover, Murphy had thrown two
grenades into the nest, killing four of the
crew and wounding three more; thereby
destroying the position and relieving the
patrol. For this action he was later
awarded the Silver Star.

“Three days later, on October 5th,
Company B, was again stopped about
two and a half miles beyond the quarry.
The Germans were in a strange defensive
position, having machine gun
installations on a downward slope of a
hill. Their infantry soldiers were in
foxholes covered by criss-crosses trees.
Murphy, then a staff sergeant, moved
down the hill with twenty-seven men to
get a closer look at the enemy positions.
The weather was rainy and visibility
poor. The Germans discovered Murphy's
maneuver and fired at the group with a
machine gun. Six of the men were killed
or wounded before they could drop to
the ground.

“Audie grabbed a 536 radio® and moved
forward alone to a spot where he could
observe. He called down 4.2 chemical
mortar fire on the Germans for
approximately an hour. While directing

antenna and operated with a large rubber button
on one side. It featured a microphone and ear
piece on an adjacent side and had a range of about
300 feet in unobstructed conditions.

For more information visit the Audie L. Murphy Memorial Website at www.audiemurphy.com
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the mortars by radio, he kept the
Germans away from his position with a
carbine, engaging in several close-range
duels. Official records list fifteen
Germans killed and thirty-five wounded
in the fight, mostly by the accurately
directed mortars. For his action Murphy
was again awarded the Silver Star, thus
receiving the same medal twice in three
days.

“On October 14th, Audie, with two other
enlisted men, was called to Regimental
Headquarters. The three received field
commissions as second lieutenants.

“On October 26th, Murphy, while
directing his platoon through a forest
area, received a severe hip wound from
a German sniper, who fired from a
camouflaged foxhole at a thirty-five
yards distance. Audie, knocked down by
the bullet and unable to rise, killed the
sniper with a single shot from his
carbine.

“Because of weather conditions, Murphy
did not reach a general hospital for three
days. Meanwhile, his wound had
become gangrenous. He virtually had to
learn to walk again. In early January of
1945, he was still in a state of
convalescence. But tired of the
monotony of hospital life, he did not wait
for orders. Collecting his gear, he
returned to the front and rejoined his old
Company B.

Richard Rodgers
Editor, AMRF

“At the time the Third Division was
engaged in the reduction of the Colmar
Pocket, an engagement later regarded as
the  division's  second  toughest
assignment of the entire war. The
Pocket, a huge and heavily fortified bulge
stretching from the Rhine into France,
had to be eliminated. Strategically it
amounted to a strong bridgehead from
which a counter attack could be
launched. It also posed a constant and
harassing threat to the right flank of the
Seventh Army. The Germans were daily
building up the strength of the Pocket.

“The terrain, studded by forests and
fields, consisted of gently rolling hills and
much flat ground. The earth was frozen
solid by weather temperatures that
seldom rose above fourteen degrees.
The conditions thus were almost perfect
for heavy armor. When Audie rejoined
the division, the snow was almost knee
deep. His Company B was at full combat
strength, including a surplus of officers.
Murphy was not then given a platoon.

“On January 22, 1945, the division was
ordered to begin a full- scale coordinated
attack against the strongly defended
positions of the Germans across the
Fecht River. With an enormous supply of
armor, the enemy had turned virtually
every village in the area into a powerful
fortress. The 7th and 30th Infantry
Regiments crossed the Fecht River and
fought their way to the Ill River capturing

For more information visit the Audie L. Murphy Memorial Website at www.audiemurphy.com
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a bridge, known as the Maison Rouge,
across the lll.

“The little bridge was to play an
important role in battle development;
for upon it depended getting armor
across the stream to support the infantry
attacks. Anticipating the capture of the
bridge, the division had rushed supplies
and armor to the area so that an
immediate crossing could be effected
[sic]*. But the first tank that tested the
bridge caved in the structure, rendering
it useless for vehicles.

“The 30th Infantry soldiers had already
crossed the IIl. Its attack had been
coordinated with a drive by the 7th
Infantry on its right flank and a similar
push by the French on the left flank. The
immediate objective was a large forest,
known as the Bois de Riedwihr, which
stretched between two powerfully
fortified Riedwihr  and
Holtzwihr.

villages:

“By the afternoon of the 23rd, the 30th,
without armor support, had captured
the forest and reached the outskirts of
the two villages. The advance had been
so rapid that the forward artillery
observers had not established radio
communications. Nevertheless the 30th
continued its attack. Without a vestige of
cover and with no possibility of digging
into the frozen earth, the 3rd Battalion
was hit by ten German tanks and tank

4 affected

Richard Rodgers
Editor, AMRF

destroyers with an estimated 100
infantrymen on the outskirts of
Holtzwihr. The unit was cut to pieces.
The survivors managed to fall back to the
I,

“The same fate befell the 1st Battalion
on the outskirts of Riedwihr. The 2nd
Battalion managed to cross the lll, but
was likewise thrown back by the enemy's
murderous armor assault.

“With the 30th battered, under strength,
and badly disorganized, the 15th
Regiment was committed to the attack
on January 24th. The 3rd Battalion went
in first, but was stopped by a
counterattack.

“The 1st Battalion, to which Audie
Murphy belonged, entered the battle,
moving through the 3rd, and driving to
the Bois de Riedwihr. Still without armor
support, the unit was soon knocked out
of the forest but refused to retreat to the
Ill. The soldiers managed to get cover in
shell holes.

“Audie, still wearing a bandage over his
wounded hip, remembers that he
dropped off to sleep and his hair froze to
the ground on that first night of attack.
The following day he was knocked down
by a mortar shell blast. His lower legs
were peppered with steel fragments,
which he still carries in his flesh. All
accounts say that he received those
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wounds on the third day of battle. But
the truth is: The second day, or the 25th
of January.

“Murphy did not stop for first aid. The
wounds were painful, but only slightly
disabling. For the remainder of the
battle, however, he could not walk
without limping. During the ferocious
counterattack, Audie saw the two men
who had been commissioned with him
jump into a shell hole. There they
received a direct hit by a mortar shell,
and both were killed.

“During the night of January 24-25th,
engineers had bridged the Il River,
enabling armor to cross. Three tanks
joined the 1st Battalion. Two were
destroyed by the Germans; and the third,
with its main gun out of commission, had
to withdraw from the fight. But more
armor moved up. The 1st Battalion again
moved into the forest; and Battalion
headquarters were established
farmhouse in the woods.

in a

“By midnight on January 25th, Company
B had penetrated the Bois de Riedwihr to
a depth of about six hundred yards when
it halted because of an ammunition
shortage. Having started the fight with
around 155 men and six officers, the
company had been cut to two officers
and about twenty-eight men in the two
days of ferocious combat. The others had
been either killed or wounded. Around
one o'clock in the morning, fresh

10
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supplies and five replacements reached
the company. The figures are
approximate as Audie is depending upon
his memory; but the records bear him
out as being approximately right.

“A senior officer, afirst lieutenant, was in
charge of the company as it was ordered
to advance to the edge of the forest with
two tank destroyers and hold the line
there until relieved. As the Germans still
were in the woods, but in poor strength,
the company advanced with bursts of
precautionary fire but had no fight.
Reaching their destination, the men tried
to digin, but could barely chip the frozen
ground. Thus they were without cover
except for sparse trees. During the night
the senior officer was wounded by
mortar or shell fire. He was evacuated,
and Murphy was ordered by telephone
to take over command. Having started
with Company B as a private less than
two years before, he thus became its
commanding officer.

“During the night when the men could
not dig in, Murphy kept them stamping
around in the snow to prevent their feet
from freezing. He had strung them along
athree hundred yard front at the edge of
the forest. His right flank was left
completely exposed. The left was loosely
connected with men of probably the 3rd
Battalion, which was also badly under
strengthed. When dawn broke Audie
studied the situation, fearing an attack.
The weather was extremely cold and
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quite cloudy. At his company position
the Bois de Riedwihr ended abruptly at
the center. However on each side the
forest continued in thick long fingers
toward the village of Holtzwihr, giving
the shape of a huge rough U. Company B
held the right portion of the U butt.
Between the fingers of trees were open
fields extending to Holtzwihr, about a
mile away.  The village was in plain
sight of the men on the edge of the
forest.

“From Holtzwihr, a one-way dirt road,
about twelve feet wide and frozen solid,
led along the right tree-finger and
directly in to the forest. It was along this
road that the two tank destroyers had
moved up the previous night. One had
stopped at a position about forty yards in
front of Company B. The second had
halted at the edge of the forest and
formed part of the company line. A
forward artillery observer, Lieutenant
Walter Weispfenning, had taken a post
with a radio between the two TD's.
Audie had established his company
command post back of the second tank
in a drainage ditch, which was from three
to four feet deep and flanked the length
of the dirt road. For his CP® he had a field
map, a pair of binoculars, and a field
telephone connected with Battalion
headquarters a mile deep in the forest.
Audie had a carbine, his favorite weapon
for fighting in wooded areas.

> Tank Destroyers

11
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“Upon studying the situation, Murphy
saw that the first TD could be
maneuvered in an emergency. But the
second, due to the flanking ditch and
narrow position in the trees, could not.
He also believed it could be plainly seen
from Holtzwihr with binoculars. So Audie
awoke the TD commander and advised
him to get under cover; to get some kind
of concealment. But the commander,
afraid of getting stuck if he moved off the
road, chose to remain where he was.

“Company B was merely in a defensive
position at its best. Plans called for a
Battalion — Audie does not remember
which nor can | find any records of which
— to fan through the battered company
and attack Holtzwihr. It was probably the
3rd Battalion of the 30th Infantry which
finally completed the assignment after a
day's delay for reorganization and
reinforcement. The time of the German
attack varies in accounts from 10:00 in
the morning until 2:00 in the afternoon.
The latter is usually given. Audie does not
know as he says he had lost all time
sense. The day remained dull and cloudy
but visibility was quite good.

“At 2:00 in the afternoon — let us say —
the Germans began a fierce assault from
Holtzwihr. It consisted of six heavy tanks,
supported by an estimated 250 German
infantrymen who were wearing white
snow capes and advanced in ragged
skirmish formation. One reference calls

% Command Post
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the tanks Jagdpanthers. Suddenly all hell
broke loose. Audie believes that the
attack was preceded by an enemy
artillery barrage, but there was so much
noise and confusion he is not certain. The
tanks, fanning out over the frozen
ground and using the tree fingers for
partial cover, were throwing in a barrage
of their own. The first American tank
destroyer began firing and Audie
remembers seeing a 90 mm shell — he
insists they were 90 mm and not 75 — hit
one of the tanks flush and did not even
cause it to falter. He said he never used
the machine gun against the tanks as he
did not wish to waste his ammunition. Its
cartridges, for some reason, were not
armor-piercing. | have read accounts
which said that Murphy fired upon the
tanks to “button up”. But Murphy
declares this is not true machine gun was
helpless against the iron monsters.

“A corporal and a staff sergeant, for
some reason | have never learned, were
evidently doing all the firing from the
first TD. Nobody else is mentioned in the
account. According to the news story the
two men alternated between firing the
big gun directly at the tanks and spraying
the infantrymen with 30 and 50 calibre
machine guns at the beginning of the
attack. Butintrying to maneuver their TD
into a new position they lost control of it.
The TD slipped into the drainage ditch
and stuck. It could not be budged and the

7 Forward Observer
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guns remained at a useless angle for
firing. So the crew took off. Because of
the position of these guns Audie skipped
it and resorted to the second TD later on
in the fight. When | visited this battlefield
in 1948, the first TD was not there, so
evidently it was retrieved and put back
into battle. However, the second TD was
within a few yards of its old position,
having been dragged off the road into
the brush at the edge of the forest.

“At the outset of the attack the second
TD had received a direct hit from a
German eighty-eight. The shell had
penetrated the armor Kkilling the
commander and gunner. It also started a
fire inside. What remained of the crew
climbed out of the TD and disappeared
into the forest. Audie says that a thick
black smoke was boiling out of the TD
hatch and he always assumed that the
grease, oil and rags inside were burning.

“Lt. Weispfenning, the FO,” had been
trying to get our artillery down on the
enemy by radio. But the radio could not
establish good communication because
of some defect that had developed.
Audie, who had been firing at the
German infantrymen with his carbine,
saw that the situation was desperate if
not hopeless. He ordered his men to fall
back to a prearranged position, another
ditch, about a half mile deep in the
woods. He also asked Lt.® Weispfenning
to move slightly to his rear and save the

8 Lieutenant
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radio while he tried contacting the
artillery with the field telephone through
Battalion headquarters. Audie told me
the reason he sent his men back was that
he couldn't see why all had to get killed
when one man could do the job that had
to be done. And it was up to him to do it.
Murphy seldom fought alone if help
were practical, but he never risked men
if he did not need them.

“For the remainder of the fight he
relayed his instructions to the artillery by
the field telephone through Battalion
headquarters. He was never in direct

-Source: Audie Murphy Research
Foundation collection

Lieutenant Walter Weispfenning, 39"
Field Artillery Regiment, 3" Infantry
Division.
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contact with artillery. And he used an
ordinary field map to correct the fire. But
his corrections were remarkably
accurate. | have never understood why —
nor does he —the Germans concentrated
their attack upon his position unless they
were trying to get control of the road so
they could move their armor into the
forest.

“In point of fact he was alone in his
position, but Lt. Weispfenning remained
closely in the rear to take over the
artillery corrections if Murphy needed
him or got killed. So he was able to
observe Audie at all times. So were
several other soldiers. In his desperate
spot, Murphy alternated between
grabbing the field telephone and
correcting the artillery fire and dropping
the phone to grab his carbine and keep
the German infantrymen away from him.
During this crisis one of those ridiculous
things of war happened. A lieutenant in
Battalion headquarters called Audie and
asked how close the Germans were.
Audie gave his now famous reply: “Just
hold the phone and I'll let you talk to one
of the bastards.”

“Audie told me that he had no idea of
how he would ever get out of the spot,
but for some reason he didn't care a
damn. With his carbine ammunition
depleted he started to fall back. Then he
got the most audacious idea of his
audacious army career. On the burning
TD was a perfectly good fifty calibre
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turret machine gun and Murphy saw no
reason for not taking it over. Dragging his
telephone behind him, he climbed on
top of the TD and took over. The body of
the dead tank commander was sprawled
over the hatch with his throat cut.
Murphy pulled him out and threw him in
the snow so that he would not interfere
with the machine gun movements. The
burning TD was literally a powder keg
with the fuse lit. As soon as the fire
reached the diesel oil and ammunition it
was apt to blow sky high. Even the
German tanks were giving it a wide
berth. And Audie had placed himself
smack on top of it. Thus the two powder
kegs, meaning Murphy and the burning
TD, got together. Lt. Weispfenning, in his
account, says that Audie's act was “the
bravest thing | ever saw a man do in
combat”.

“Once in position Murphy began to cut
the German foot soldiers down with the
machine gun and correcting the artillery
fire by phone. The infantrymen could not
figure where the machine gun fire was
coming from as they thought nobody
was crazy — or brave — enough to be on
the dangerous TD. But the tanks spotted
Audie. They slammed two more eighty-
eight MM?® shells into the TD, enabling
Murphy to get off another famous crack.
He was calling back artillery instructions
to a Battalion headquarters sergeant
when one of the shells hit the TD.

 millimeter
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Weispfenning says that each time the TD
was struck by cannon fire Audie was
engulfed in smoke and flames. The
sergeant, hearing one of the explosions,
yelled over the wire: “Are you still alive,
Lieutenant?” Murphy yelled back:
“Momentarily, Sergeant. And what are
your post-war plans?”

“] asked Audie if he recalled the hits by
the eighty-eight. He said he remembered
getting the hell shook out of him a couple
of times but that was nothing new.

“The tanks, failing to knock Audie off the
TD with the eighty-eights , tried to get
him with machine guns. But they never
touched him. In reminiscing with me,
Audie said: “l can understand why those
foot soldiers didn't get me. But | can
never forgive those blasted tanks for
missing me.” He meant, of course, that
he was glad to be alive, but was
disappointed in the enemy
marksmanship, which is typical of the
way he thinks. He has a great respect for
the fighting Germans.

“The smoke boiling from the turret was
both good and bad. It offered him some
concealment, but it also interfered with
his vision. Twelve German soldiers
creeping down the drainage ditch
reached a point about ten yards from
Audie. But still they could not locate him.
They had stopped and were frantically

discussing something directly before the
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TD. Murphy saw them and killed them
with the machine gun.

“Lt. Weispfenning later reported that
from his position Audie was clearly
exposed, making a silhouette against the
snow and leafless trees. But Murphy had
committed one final audacity. He called
his artillery virtually down upon his own
position. “I figured that | could luck out
the barrage if those goddamned
Germans could,” he told me. “With those
shells bursting all around me, they
couldn't even hear the machine gun,
much less locate it.” It was an insane —or
brilliant — piece of strategy, possibly
saving his life. The correction was his
last. His telephone went dead. The wire
had been cut either by artillery or the
Germans who had managed to bypass
Murphy and infiltrate the woods. A few
got as back as Battalion
headquarters. And during a lull at the
front, the headquarters personnel were
fighting a mile deep in the woods.

far

“The clouds broke for a single brief
period during the entire day; and some
planes from the 1st TAF happened over.
Seeing the combat below, they sweeped
[sic] down and strafed the Germans on
Audie's far left flank. The enemy
infantrymen were falling back, and the
tanks were wavering, unwilling to
proceed without the foot soldiers, when
Audie crawled off the TD. It was then
that he noticed his field map, which he
had been holding in his outstretched
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hands, had been tattered by flying rocks
and steel fragments. His raincoat, which
he was wearing, was likewise full of
holes. But not one new fragment had
penetrated Murphy's skin during the
terrible fight. He was still limping from
his mortar wound; so observers thought
he had been hit again. That is why the
official reports says he was. Audie told
me that he was so tired and frightened
when he climbed off the TD that he did
not look back to see if he would be shot.
He no longer cared. In a short while he
heard the TD blow up.

“Audie found his men, regrouped them,
and counter-attacked the Germans who
had infiltrated into the forest. He
regained his old position at the edge of
the woods and he held it until the
following day when Company B was
relieved of the strain. The 3rd Battalion
of the 30th Infantry Regiment on January
27th assaulted Holtzwihr, taking the
town with relative ease. The Germans
had pulled out most of its strength.
Murphy remained in the fighting until
the complete reduction of the Colmar
Pocket on February 6th. On February
18th, the 3rd Division, with mission
completed, was pulled out of action to
rest and reorganize for an assault against
the Siegfried Line. It went back into
combat on March 15th. By this time, it
was known that Audie had been
recommended for the Medal of Honor so
his superior officers pulled him out of the
lines and made a liaison officer of him to
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reduce the danger. They feared that
Murphy would be killed before he had a
chance to receive the Medal otherwise.
However, Audie remained with the 3rd
Division until the final German
surrender. And despite regulations
he could not be kept out of action. He
had great fondness and respect for the
regular commanding officer of Company
B, Captain Paul Harris. While serving in
liaison, Audie got the word that Captain
Harris and two other company officers
had been killed. Company B had bogged
down somewhere in the general
Zweibrucken-Kaiserslautern area.
Without saying a word to anybody of his
mission, Murphy had a sergeant drive
him to the general area in a jeep. Then
he got out and walked along until he
found Company B which had been
pinned down in a fire trench. The
surviving men were under the command
of a young lieutenant and they were all
suffering from a severe psychological
defeat. Murphy coaxed them out of the
trench and took them through the
Siegfried Line. Not a shot was fired at the
group. Leaving the old company under
the command of a young officer, Murphy
returned to his duty in liaison. He found
he had not been missed in his absence. |
learned this story after reading a postwar
letter written to Murphy by one of the
men he had pulled out of that jam. And |

10 Taggart, D. G. (1987). History of the Third
Infantry Division in World War I1. Battery
Press.
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asked Audie to the

circumstances.

explain

“In the Holtzwihr action, Audie is
credited with killing and wounding from
fifty to a hundred Germans with machine
gun, carbine and artillery fire. Of course,
the figure is approximate. The details of
this Holtzwihr action can be found in the
3rd Division History!?, pages 283-324.
You will find the maneuvers as well as
the strategic importance of this fight
there. The book also has excellent maps.

“In Audie's fantastic stand against the
Germans at the edge of the Bois de
Riedwihr, many factors are to be
considered. The frozen ground was
favorable to the enemy as it did not
permit Company B to dig in, while
providing a good surface for German
armor. The small drainage ditch flanking
the road proved the undoing of the TD's.
Had not the second been burning and
threatening to blow up, the German
infantrymen would have almost surely
discovered Murphy. Thus Audie was
saved by his own audacity and daring
maneuvers. All of his skill as a combat
soldier was needed; and it came forth.
Also the man beneath the uniform had
his back against the wall. He had himself
a long shot against incredible odds.
Knowing Murphy, | don't believe he
could have resisted playing his hand.
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Furthermore, the Germans should have
know [sic] better than to kick around his
beloved Company B, 1t Battalion, 15"
Infantry Regiment. That made him real
mad.

“The story of the Holtzwihr action is so
fantastic that | have checked it in every
way | could. Murphy, from utter
weariness, has let his war record be
distorted at will. But he has never told
anything about it for the records that
was not true. |, myself, examined the old
TD in 1948. | counted three punctures
made by the eight-eight shells in the
armor. The inside of the TD was heavily
charred, and the turret had been blown
completely off along with most of its top.
My findings jived with the written
accounts. | also talked to Lt. Walter
Weispfenning, whose testimony helped
get Murphy the Medal of Honor. | had
read the testimony and asked
Weispfenning if the details were strictly
accurate. “As accurate as it could be
under the circumstances,” he laughed.
“When a man is figuring on getting his
ass shot off any minute —and | did — he
does not think how the situation is going
to look in writing. But Audie earned the
Medal of Honor time and again, and |
was only happy that my testimony finally
helped him get it.”

! Listen to the full broadcast by visiting
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MrPaGoB
0OGY0
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“I also asked Weispfenning if Murphy
were know [sic] well in the 3rd Division
before all the publicity about him broke.
“Known!” he exclaimed. “When Murphy
was in the lines with his men, we in the
rear went to sleep. But if Audie sent
word that he was falling back, we made
ready to get the hell out of there. When
Murphy fell back, we all knew that it was
time to move.” Incidentally,
Weispfenning and Audie had only a brief
personal acquaintance. | do not believe
they ever met until that frozen morning
on the front at Holtzwihr. The last time
they met was in 1949 when
Weispfenning was brought to Hollywood
to appear on the Ralph Edwards radio
show “This Is Your Life”.!* The subject
was Audie Murphy. At this time, | talked
to him. | also spent a great deal of time
with Sergeant Emmett Kelly, who was
the basis of the character called Kerrigan
in the book “To Hell and Back”. | also
talked to Jim Fife, the Indian whom we
called Swope in the book. At that time,
the book had already been published but
after meeting the real life characters, |
would not have changed them. Murphy's
brief description of the men had fitted
them perfectly.
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-Photo Source: Wikipedia
Colonel Otto Skorzeny, high ranking and
dangerous member of Nazi SS in World
War Il disarmed by Lieutenant Audie
Murphv.

“As a final story about Murphy the
soldier and also an indication of — | have
gathered material on him, | will cite an
incident which began in Paris in 1948.
Audie and | lunched with an American
Army officer who received the Legion of
Honor at the same time Murphy did. This
man was with the 0.5.5.%2 during World
War Il and told us about being assigned
to kill a high ranking Nazi but could not
find him. It was his greatest frustrationin
the war. “l found him,” said Murphy, and
proceeded to tell how. Since | [McClure]

12 Office of Strategic Services. An agency of the
U.S. government during World War I1
responsible for obtaining information and for
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was suffering from a severe hangover, |
didn't pay much attention to the details.
Some ten years later, | happened to
remember the incident while Audie and |
were driving along in a car. So | asked
Murphy what Nazi he and the American
officer had talked about that day. He
said: “Colonel Otto Skorzeny.” This made
my ears pick up as Skorzeny had once
been called “the most dangerous man in
Europe”. So | asked Audie how he
happened to find him.

“He had already been captured
evidently,” said Murphy. “But he was
still walking along an Austrian street
wearing his sidearms. As the place was
full of surrendered Germans still at
liberty, | didn’t pay much attention to the
Colonel, but a lieutenant who was with
me went over and asked for the Colonel
to please give him his sidearms. It was
then that | looked and saw it was
Skorzeny. Also | damned near had a
heart attack. | practically jumped the
distance between us and said to the
lieutenant, ‘Don’t say please to this
sonofabitch. Tell him to give you his
goddamned gun.” The Colonel glanced at
me for once second, but that second was
damned long. Then he handed over his
gun. | recognized Skorzeny from a
picture which | thought had been shown
to all members of the 3™ Division.
Captured or not, as long as Skorzeny had

sabotaging the enemy by secretly inserting
trained military agents behind enemy lines.

For more information visit the Audie L. Murphy Memorial Website at www.audiemurphy.com




Audie Murphy Newsletter
July 4, 2021

a gun, he was worse than a mad cobra.
At least that’s the way | figured him”

“Supposing he refused to give up his
gun?” | asked.

“Then | would have killed him,” said
Audie.  “I'd already killed far less
deserving of death. Besides | figured had
the positions been reversed, Skorzeny
would have killed me.”

“Was this incident ever reported?” |
asked.

“Not as far as | know,” said Audie. “It
wasn’t worth reporting. Skorzeny had
already been taken. All we did was pull
his teeth. | didn’t want to tempt him to
shoot anyone else by leaving him a gun.”

“This story is typical of Murphy the
soldier.

“Not long ago Audie told me of goinginto
a bar at Del Mar while a friend of his had
a drink. He didn’t want to enter the
place, as he said they always meant
trouble for him. Somebody was forever
wanting to fight. Murphy had scarcely
got seated until a man grabbed him by
the throat and said, “Up on your feet you
so-and-so.” Audie turned to his friend
and said “See what | told you.” Then he
recognized the man who had him by the
throat as an old war comrade by the
name of Red Coles. So Audie finished out
the story for me. He and Coles, then a
Captain, were moving ahead of their
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Battalion in Germany. A sergeant was
driving them in a jeep when he made a
sudden turn into a village and found
around 400 fully armed German soldiers
taking a break. Since they didn’t know
where their Battalion was, Murphy and
Coles decided to bluff it out. The
sergeant panicked and wanted to cut the
jeep around. The officers threatened to
shoot him if he didn’t drive straight
ahead. Murphy with one hand on a
machine gun and Coles also fingering a
weapon waved in a friendly fashion to
the Germans, who thought from the
attitude that their outfit was just behind
them. Thus they got safely through what
might have been a lethal ambush. Coles
had become an alcoholic since those
days, and that depressed Audie very
much.

“Murphy came to Hollywood in
September, 1945, at the invitation of
James Cagney, who had been greatly
intrigued by the photo layout in Life
magazine. Some years later Cagney told
me that he almost fainted when Audie
stepped off the plane. He said Murphy
was still badly underweight, limping,
greenish in color, and had a southern
accent so thick he could hardly
understand him. Cagney had reserved a
hotel room for Audie, but after one
glimpse at him he was afraid to leave him
alone in his condition, so he took him to
his home where he could watch over
him. This was about four months after
Audie received the Medal of Honor from
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Alexander Patch in Salzburg, Austria, on
June 2",

“The full details of how Audie won the
Medal of Honor, as given here, have
never been published. In fact, | have
never put them together before.
However, | intend to write a factual
account of the highlights of Audie’s army
career. He has agreed to cooperate if |
will agree never to ask him about the war
again.

“If | can be of further help, please let me
know.

Sincerely,
David McClure

CC: Mr. Frank McCarthy”
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an gid aeatl ur. oLd dcoE. B
r ulr‘-lr\. l-'| Amye R owaw

He xmr nor a weds! eeldler by the henk.
war falled cuk obf the linme for . Eria® reet.
revocavcdel oo o pEoscbicn (rus wbail Lo Lech ssbge
Alecieyed ar oardar ta puE Sie sar Throagh alere arder .1-1II
ra*mmnd = drili bfm man untll trav hed foond proper cuertere foe

pusiods  His proscticn was .ul.lm‘. s aid HULREDE waa
nliz mexwple of how = =oldficr should not ack,

ight ruecdnilasance pateel wlin
AT EDELLUTS CEITY . BUE B
down the coad fmemrd At hs

L

|‘Hr.-|bld A A I.lll subrol x1Lipp

sob BeaisT Che opportunlcy oo stle up o goler clgnt. He
1ored hix men tn one gide oFf “re road, fiued hie Bapnnet, and
Team beponuek Rit, bul badle= To RiLL.  Tie
hell kEroke lonns as =ta froghtaned woed
W -oul: of wheb waa thouga. Lu w a
i Ly, 4 Gernss s=ersad
ALY woury culcosl
phy " ra sald. "o
kill=d.® At e

AE par présr e tud el
He Tad Peicly 00d & 58y

may-coie Kiml of Lollce.  .n the war e
Tk e TAvar allmeed Faepr So mtand
shzn iy lnta i
5 & oenld hemd i e wi

WEZ QITCn Wery

Intart ines and wan beinking then inke knota. Dokt busbiog s

uway asudally o Do Lo avbici,  He 2leo Told 7 Thet o

DA wles feas mli how Lite. e o

Fauz cud wech olier by The thesat, aed he pezer Erew Walon was
Qoing Tn carques.

“hir then '® = hrisf sketo: of che can Seraeth Ehe ondbocos:

'r-| gh aw qoils, et S as A an eadinltor o exfrene

' ar; A =an parfeccly cooo
h acute physlosl Aol webal Te
hiz cHn ag.=a=h. He e re Doy
krow that te wan Tegirded 2 1 Fara antll nrmoght so
s kil I.u-\.n Illl J.F (] ]
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feat coldier af Barld ¥ar IL, Meespoper tepoclics sdakenee bio be
glwe hir the i=Foreatios,  He used Che occaslon 1o borEos L
Mallax froe cra af Ehe '|'\-l"|'|'|r|‘|l"ﬁ. But he padd for rhe v'-:"',\_. IThe
rapoThar wrots o arkict Marphy an PWhy e Flght?, IT was
n cemplake ddraamcup wed oee Flessrye bhat Aadie =ad he 'V'Ml'l 1%,
wnuld rave Eamn achese. wti11 hawm a anpy of ik, Froe then on
PRy wER nRves ablu to ascspe Eublictty. B ossid Bhat ke owomld
aiT pam RToTIes.

nat tal =3 the reportars wroks T knaw hir for
wuuzu bulosu saw his mecelm. Thees doys w3o he callud ko
muk 11 L Bad hig cilabices. [ bald his that Hu maid
Lher cosenoldy oust have thrown them away. Enoe woak
Gecars ol Ther, For hls wounds he Pecolves ﬁ].'."-" Vo4 pditn

fompeneation. He Raen't the sligntest tdsn shether o nas he s
the mast deccrated moldier of Korld Kar ID.  Sor doss b care, "1
maw ma 1ive hercee,® S oemvs, A1 the real heroes are dead.t
Ak sbout svmm up Rle seoiTude.

Thur ¥an ray mas, Colanal Gesder, why somebady S1Fe ne BUET
kaaup thin recacds 1% oy ara to b kn A AriE whi himn ko
P pbuut Audie 1 basw 20249 the Erubh.  They hawve ceduses ko salisve
B ao @y descripbion Jdocs mat LLL Che public leage. Uie eeal image
dg fev more letriguing to sy sdnd.

Tne stary of Tt Aadie got che Medal of Heopor ehicaid greapsrly
witn Ocknhar, 944 A= rha keaimning of the eookn bhe

hemir -
the 1RER Tntartry ARgicenE Fas  bean szcpssed by W

admrcs ot

Finromly dsbandud Gucms strocguolnb Anasn me L Cleoris rock
Qquorsy im the vesyge Bountalnu. O octobeor 2=E, Lot Battalion
cromiarabet LU, ol. Hichsel maulick ook out & -:1-'|:.':I1'_|h' pebral ks
Ceconmoiter enery dersne patral wam

dAown by s dsrean @ " gan nFFrnm:lhnlr 11- pards &

Pmartrane.

Burphy auw ol ooliloiall
wliyhtly Lu Lt xear, Dpon hearlng the five, & wearosd
Liftecy yards from The com oand sfooed o =e Fheow A grenadse
Gargare =W hie, tarned tha asda
Bhm bucrel wmbouch o beean, tha wim,
@isawd Audiv.  Belfove the ooy u.u d reooyer,  Har pr.:.- ha-'l
o qreisdes into the nest, ©illing four of She cTes AT W
thrae moTs: therefy dsetroying Ehe pomition an
pakrel. PFar Ehir action ks s Hr Hwardmd tha S0

war Skus.

Mires days LaCar, on DOTODEL SCh, COwpany B, ®as agiin sTopped
apanT Twe and B half rlles poyond the quarry.  The Serpane were io

griup Witk W aschine gun. Siy of The pen were Killed of woumdss
tutors Ehey could drep ta bhe aroond,

dodin arsbkad s 810 cadua and wewed Lopwerd &l

ne 10 8 Gpe

wanrR b could ohmarve.  We oalled down o, 2 anerlcal morcar floc en
thn mrasna bar wpgeoeiantaly nn hout. While dirscting the morbars
En o kupt L Garmane away from hie paeicien with g
quylen in uwvmrsl clome-range muale.  GHFiis] seoards
15mE #i "‘I.llull Gusitaass killed mnd hirtw-fivs wonnded in bhe fimnt,
rEAtly by Lhe aoGaritely clrmsted eerkore. Far hia ackian Wurphy

in asicded Lha 51 Sknr, thus receiwirg tEe sors cedsl

i Lhren Qays.

MHT

DeTOlmE  1%Ch, A Wikh T alh BNl LSl man, Wi
1 La Pegleentesl HEeidgquortsis. T TEpoc. poocived floid
prwminaicEs a5 gecoRd licutdsinba.

dn ootoper 26th, Murphy. wnile direscing ble platecr through

a farest arca, recclwoed a sovwers hip wourd 2

who fired frem 3 pancuflaged fowholo
dlstanoo, Audio, krookod down br the bull -:4: ane
k1lledd £ho sndiper with & Eingle shat from hie carbans,

Dwcauss ol eealhsr cooditices, Murphy did sol redch & goneral

hospital [oar Chece Meankbile, Nls wound had  boooee
gangrenoas. He wirtua 4 to learn o walk again,  [n sarly
January of 1845, a gtate of convalescence, ot
tired of toae r-mr.vt'.-rls.' ot hecpital Life, b did not wsit for ooere,

ho roturned o the

Zallecting hisc gosr nT Anl rejeloesd Bde ald

ompAny #.

AL Ghe Lime Lia Third Divissan was sigaoged LiL the sadusoclon of
Lhe Colmat Cocket, an engageeent Lator rogorded as the diviscion's
secand Tooghest azsigmeert of tho cotire war, The Fockst, s buge
ard neawlly fortified bolge ptrotoning from che Rhine inte Prancs,
pad to Do elimizated. FAtratogically ammmited to & ETTOR
Eridgebmasd Fram wh H untar attack could Be lvunchsd., T wll
pommd B ocoesbant snd hesuesing Bhrest bo Bue oright flunk ol L
Swvenih Acmy. The Gurpans wecd dsily bullciis up Che sboaongil of
A rocket.,

The tarcain, =kl vy froreete and
yanbly rallicey hills puch Zlut grourd.  Tow surls wus Iooawn
wosdd by deather Tospardldiws TRAT seldos rose above Dok T

doegrees,  The condltions Thus were alpost porfect £OF Doavy avmor.

14r, eceemiebed of

armor, Lhe eoess bad Lucnesd swivholly ewery willsge in che ases
loto a posseriul [OVCeesd. Tha Tkn nmed Otk Tnfansry Begiments
Ccroms] the Paaht plwcr and Looght their emy k0 Ehe T10 Riuer,
capturing o bridae, Kncwvm as Che Haisan Hedgs, esrans the T,

Toe 1ittls keldoe was Lo play an
Arue] eoeen
+n E th

Lapartons ©ols lin Daksle
for apan AT depsnded gotting armor Scross the stecae
o rfankry attasks, Anticipatling the aaprture of the
aridga, thn diviaien had resnsd muppllse osnd oatesr ks Bha aras en
Lhut un flasedlialu crogwing oould be etl mii. Sak b ilrut kmnk
Lhot Lessblud Wes Doidys cavud an the alruciurs, rHo 2y AL uaslduan
Lag welilcles.

The doth Infantry soldlers ned alresdy croocod the 11, 0 ks
atbtozk Bed been cocrdinated wich a dedve by the 7th Infantry on iks
rignt flank and a siellar pash oy the French on the lefs flazk.
Tne lressdinte objectlvc was & lapgo forest, Hoown as the Tnis de
Hicdwing oo stretched  btwosn  Two  powerfally  farkified
willagesi  Eiedwihr and Heltzweinr.

WLTEOUL aXml SUPPOIT,
outskl of the twa
ard artillery

ot Lhm 23, Lha
Pkl bl reddfEed

1pLh,
4]

Tiy Tha nfswrrocan
copEursd Eho 1

had

Lileguu. The advance Dl Deen o r4pld that the for
uburverd Rad not cotablished radlo aorpunicstione. sfl'\"""ﬂr"-'"”l_‘ﬁ'?
mhe Zuth aonclnued 1-rF skEack. hemit & vantige of covar acdd with

no poess i 11E diggirg iota the #rozen sackth, Lhe 2ed Sattalloe
¥nm ROk by tas Garman Lanks o Lard dustroroeas Wwith an estiwnted
100 infaplrymsen on the sutskirts of Saltawihr. Thes unlt wen ook 2o
plocns The rorvivare manmged o fall back bo the TLL.

Tha muee tuts bwtuell She lat Babtelice ce the outskivee of

Risdgw:fir. Tha 2nd Sellolice sansged Lo ceess the I11, kvt wae

Lidew.su Ehoows Dack by the chery s mupdeross srsar aeeaeih.
Witn o Its battarad, undas =trangth, and wadly

dimoraosnizud, Lhe L5Lh Xegimsni wasd womaitied Lo the atTack on

Juniary T4LI Ird sabtalice seit Ln Livst, kot mas stopped by

=l.!l"'|'l|| irn, ta which Audin Barohy bI'I.T\n:I.i uininiwad L
m dre, amd deivi s tha Bois da
ACmac :upu.;l.. Cha walt sas aoon imodked
aed To peTrear o tas T01,  The moldimce
ir =nall heolae.

WArames ko get covar

Eadie, entll wonrimag & Pandsss aver hin wnmunded hip, Tsoamimce
that ne cdrapped oltf o kless end hix hair froxe Lo Che grodic On
Lhul I Iha Lallows

il Ol SLLacK.
. His lowe

L
oy a portar shell oiss
Pragments, which bs kbil
Ehot he cacslved Lhooe Koicsss
EXUTE it e sooond daw. or

ioge

hiwm flmah.
the Taied day or barcle
@ dath oof Tareary.

HEECUSLE
par tne

say

® mzTunge dufunalve position, huving euchine que imatsllotioes oo Khan Aodis reqained Ehe Aluleion, et knoe deen.

2 dounward silope of 8 R Thelr Infantry Soldaines Hls Corppany B was oL Cull cosbab strsngth, 4 u warplus ol

foxhlier ereid by rim rr'\l:l:ul: TTERAR ., Hurphy. Ehan pffiders, Hurphy was not then glyen & platooa.

margeant, moved Jdown tow kol w i twwriby-sewswn pan Lo gult o L

Loak At Che encey peslioons.  woe weatner w@as ealny and ;.;LJ.J.J. ' oE danuesy 22, 1745, Lo divlslon wes srdmres BG begin @ Sull-

paar.  The ferears disoovered Morphy'e ssnecwer snd Ciced st che goaie cocrdinated attack against the ctrongly dolonded posltions of

Tha mreane acroms bhe Fecht Tiwer.  With an enermeras sapply o

7 u

Hupphy d5d nel slop fur birsk mid.  The wesnds wers padnd
Lol wnlv wlightly dispbl =g, Far =he cerocmdsr of Fhe habzl
wewt . Do ocoald nel walk withook lirming.  Poring Ehe farooic
o tLati, fudin wud Lhw bee ann wha hei seen eeeoimnioced with
jueg loto a ghell hele. lhers bsuy cucelwsd & dirsss hit by a
wortar ebell, amd bobh wore Killed.

Tarimg tha 'r.‘lghl' aF dnnnary Je-201H, enpinssrs had rrddosd the
Tl =iver, mhllng AT to araee, Thres tanes Joined the Lot
Fattnlicn. Twe wars casErcyed by She Garasne; snd Ehe ERird, with
ita main gun cut of cosmisnion, hed ko withdmew Froe khe tight,
Pext. Pra wraar oowved o Thn laxt Meikslinn sgein soved inte the
torask; and Hutbelion Besdquertars wmrs sstaklishess in o Lo

in L woueda.

rhoura

My nidnighT an Juroary 2505, iy B ned punelroted Che Bols

e errh. Ar ka0 gmpth af asmuk alx hondeed yerds wEan DL halbsed

Hawing @tarted Che [ognt wios
Ehe coepany had becn out to two
feroclows

tiLian anertoga.
i o lcers,
and Loaut LW -aignt men Ln the twe days of
The athers had becn cloner kKillod or wocrded,
in the mornlng, Ircoh suppllcs and
the poppany. The figares aze a
but the remarde "m-ur him ek

£ eCied
deperding apon his pemncy;
approximstely righs.

u flrak lieuzenznt, was in charge af She
curpary ox LT Wos ardercd oo advance To the ofgs of the fareet with
Ldt Lank Seqiyeyors and fold che line there antil relisved. ke

Gerpans Till wepe in the woods, et in paar seceng

dvarced witn burets of precagtionmry Firm sk
Eoachlrng shsir destinstice, man trisd Te dalg En,
tmrely chip Ehe Frozen ground.  Thes CReY ScES WiThouT Sover & er-

IraT wa= woun:
rEhy wnE urdurul
wikh Coapal E
Ehua  Safars

Far aparse Treecs, Soring che nlgkt
oy SIETAr of chell fice,  He wse ove
by Telephane to bEske prsr rraTed.
&% a privats le=z thar twn wasre befare,
sumeArs ing of Fioer,

ha

pering the mignt wonen tne men coald not dig in, Horphy
stapping aronnd in the smve ta prevent tralc Paeg Froe
7. He Fad gtrune thee along o tores hundzee yacd fronl gt
mige af Eha fersab. Hia xhgs LlaBK was loft complotely
WX
xrd Batcallon, wonish was
broke audie stodied the mizuzatian, FeaTi=s anon
wnn mxbramely cold ong quite cloody. AL 4ig @
Buis du Hledwing onded ADEUpTLY AT the center,
side the forest combinuest in thick lang fingara Sowuse tha 1---u.|||
af Neltseihs, goving Lhe shops ob o huge soogh U, Cospany 8 meld
baw roght poztion of che U butt, Befwesn The fingers af trase eacs

The LelC Kos Loosely connectod with sen of probably the
Whan Asun

also nadly ander strengshed.
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5
apen Flalde axtending to Holtsaibs, sbook moof e sesy. The = 2lluge
wak in plein mighs of €92 won an Lhe sdge of tes Foraeet.

Fram Hultzwibe, s ane-way Jict road, sboul Leelve tsak wide
rd Leazen sclod, Led siong €5 right tree-Zligws el dic Ly in

Lo Lhe Lorsst. 1L Wue slang thie rosd Chat Che 1o Cank duulocpars
s puymd ca Lew arevizus night,  Ome had stopped at & posilian
ubarol [owby yerds in Erens Company E.  The second had halted ab

Che wiygme ol Lhe fvessl wnd farend part nf she corpany Line, &
forward ortlilery Cicswcver, Lisctanent KelzaT Wnirpfanning, had
cakefl 4 gt Ltn @ todic bebwsun Ehe two TR Au har

aptabl tebsd his company cormand ot back of Che sezoid Leak ic a
ge ditcn, which WA from Thres To four Coot deep amd Llankad
ngth of tha dirk road. Par kie OF ke had s Field ®ap, a palr
selephonn cromecksd wikh Battslion
Augam hind m nmArkica, hie
Feunrize waapnn tor tighking in ereced aseas

Upur whudyies Che witusticn, Muzrpsy wew Lhel Lhe Cizut 1C
could bw maneevered Dn an asscouncy. Scb Lhe osecond, dus
Clonking ditck amd marrow posiclon in the trees, cox’d mab,  He
Als0 bBell iT msmld B plainly sesn fren Saitmuibe with

1mre. o hudie wxnke t5e TN comm ter mnd Aadvimed hio b gek
nwnTy ha et memn kind aof ooonessleant,. Dol B cummacdur,
# gabbing stuck if be esved off She rowd, cBoLe U Xemain
wnare he e .

paity B was werely Ln o defenslwe porition az
Plans 1n||m‘ for m Battalion -- Andie doee oot reoentesc W@l
wan T find any racoome af Wnich ta fun througs Low Lu
coapuny weed wtiuch Hellewiie. DL wow probably Coe Sed Battalion ul:
Lhm 20t Indostiy which [leelly corplatod the asclemmomt aftor o

day's delay Cor reosrgantzation ard roeinforcencnt. Toe tims of toa
Gormim atteak waries in acocounts frem 10000 ip the mocnirg untid
00 in thn afEarnenn r ceaslly goves LINLEYTRITE A
rot. Ererd ME he =mayvs | e wenaw.  The day remalisnl

Wall sl cloady but vl
At Fz0O in the sfk UK EAF -- the GEroons bsgen o
Pisros gsssull Lrom FEollzaihe. 10 conslabed of 206 heawy
suaportod by an osclpatod 250 Gorman INCAnCEYTCn o were We
to onow capes and advanced in ragged skireieh formation.
refproncn cslie Ehe tanke Taodpanthe mnly a'l he
1 e . Mzdin baliwves trak ths atte WuM praceded by ool
artlllery Darcoge, DUL These was @o much nclse and confuslon Bo La
not. cartain.  Fhe Escke, faprlmg ook aesr bhe frazen gr and
uUslesy Efu frem Fingurd kor perJuL CUVHE,
T L1

wura 91 mm oand nul Y5
waili cadse L To falt
Aqainet tha tankr am b

B
A1d nak wuen

he m=anine gun
unrTa him swranikin T=m

Lo

cartridges, LoM SoEa cueuch, wers ot oareor-plerclog. 1 have ceac
arcoiib s whick nld thal Bucphy “i-ec apen the tanks csus 1]
re Mhottom ap!, Burphy o ntEim o dmomek tros sither,  The

sachlre gun keg Delplegs ageinab Ehe fran ecnessrs.

& cormorsl and & otall sergeont, ter sooe
Jmsrned, wsre svidently doing oll the Llring
Wakndy slms = rectioned in the accomb.  According
stary tne swe man atbernated boteeen firlng the bLg gun
tom tmnka one Rprayirey thes infantryees wlth 30 and
=he meginning of the attack, Put in

=an T hAaws reyppr
at T,

Erainags
W] HT W
Ehe mas

e Lok © theses qune Audis =kipperd

it unt cewcried Lo Lo sscand TO later on in Lbe Ligkb.,  Khsn T
wiubled Uais battleliuld in e Llral TO was ool Lidew, so
evldumtly it ®as refrleved and put back ints bottle. Bowever, The

socond Th was within a fow yards of its old position, hawiog boon
dragged off the rond Lnfo the brush 2t the odgs of the forest,

cha Eecomad TD 4 receives W
direct hit frus w Gecmsn Eighty-Oight. The aswll bad pursbcatud
Lhe armus illing Uoe coamands: ciwd gosowee . L0 alea sTa¥ted a Cive
Anmlie, Wizt remalned of the drow olimboed oot of the TE snd
dlsappeared inte the forest., fodie eave Ehat a thick klmck =amcke
umg boiling cut of kha ™0 hskch ard fin sleayr assame:d thal Ehe
gramea, a1l ard raae ineids wern bureing.

At them cutest of the acsack

by radic. = the fadic could pot establ
Beanuse of soEe defest that nad descloped,
irg ab tho dermas InSAntTiEcn wits hik carnine, =ew
thes tha emicunticn war Za acduzwd filw
aun ko Eull buck Loow preuasrenosd sosibice, unctlhsr ditob, wboul a
Dall mile dewp Lo the woode. Ha wa agked Lo, Welspicining ©o
sove elightly To hls vear amd sawe Che yadio while & tried
cantacting Ehe are:ilory with £ho fiold tolophene Throoagn Nestalion
Femsdquartares, Audie Exldd thes rempon he mant Bie man hmck wam
thut he coulidn'. sew ahiy wl d Lu yel Rilluwd wheo oos mon coald
B0 e job that had be be da And L waw wp Lo onie to do Lio
marphy Seldow Fanghs alons if help ®ero prastiosl, bBuk he neest
ricknd pam if he did nab neesd thom,

comEdisioation
wno Ead boem =i

InSErucTions to
hskEtmlion

Fox The romal

Tt of The CLght Do velayed his
artille—y by K fimld telsphone  ®nrough
sdquirturs. Sa was Cever dn diresk act wiilouet wry.

used an ordlnary fleld =ap ©o correct che Ilzc. But nls
Lome wars raparksbly secorats. I heve never andsresood wyy
reE he “he ITIANK == Al d their attack upon kEim
uFiticn unleog CHSY Wore LOYAng Lo geT conteol of the road oo they
ciory1d pewe bneir ATROT 1nSo the farees.

11

In peink af tack he wag 2 Lin his posilion, bdl Lk
Ilun_ipra ny  raraanmd slaesly 2 10 Cake oW Lha
Aartiliaery corcectiane |.'_:llur[|hy rewwind niw oo oot E111ed. =2y e
wan uble Lo |.'Lra|-u-1| Audia wk mll maR, o owara RereTal abher
o ldinim Murphy  aikncnused  hebwesss
gk b by w3 Ebm artillucy firm mee
d:mr.r.l w1 phaTie w e Guroun

Litiu
A Lleatanal EJT[-\_].J.LI'
headquarTers onlled dudie and ashed Dow cloge the Gorsans waze.
Al e Rin nne Paee plys  oTast Bold the phore snd T011 1ot
gz a1kt oane af the maeca L

Yo ANaE
ulois things of

LB ulll wvur ouk auk
ALLE him
gak
(U

Audie idmm of how ha
ot b mpol,
=ATHITe ARSTan
Fhe meet aurds uR  iamn af
BuTting TN wam m gart
ani Marphy mas na

Enlepraine buhind blm. ba wlioowsd un
The bedy of Uhe Jdesd btank cosssander was opravled owver
With nls throat oot. Murpky pulled him omb amd Shrew hiw om £

=

culd ou thal ba hac
bub foc

ne
ucan ruason beodideft cece e daan,
kian duplabed he startsd 2 Fell bBueck

masmn a= Eha tire resched the disas
£ Elow mky high. Even ibs Guomon
smrth.  Aeed Asiie Bad placed hissell swack on
et posediel Keds, meanlng Mapphy and ths by
Lt, Maispfenming, 'm him acooamk,
mravert thing T svar Eaw & mEsn oo

art teanthar.
ayr that Audie's wol wua "ihe
ek .

Docw ln position Murphy
Godn with the wachice gun

bezam. To cut the Corman foat maldiere

“and oorracting the artzllary firs by

phone,  The infartrgmsn mvald rod f1quse whers the mcsine g I
= Ight nokeedy wEk cracy ur Lruve -
1l W Th. .Uuk E ETTAT :wI‘.L-u-J Kodic.
Tray mlurseed bwo purw slalbyceluhl BE uba into the Th, csabling
Hurphy Lo gut off aicother Camous  oosok, He was caliing back
artillery instrmations To a BaTtalian Sosdquarters Esrossnt whan

onn af tha ehalle hiT Ehe TR, Kelepbanning ey bhek eacs Cirs Lha
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